tions for a particular course than there are spaces avail-
able in the course, the nonresident school board shall
determine which pupils to accept on a random basis.

(c) Nolaterthan one week prior to the date on which the
course is scheduled to commence, the nonresident school
board shall notify the applicant and the resident school
board, in writing, whether the application has been ac-
cepted and, if the application is accepted, the school at
which the pupil may attend the course. The acceptance
applies only for the following semester, school year or
other session in which the course is offered. If the nonresi-
dent school board rejects an application, it shall include in
the notice the reason for the rejection.

(d) Nolaterthan oneweek priortothe date on which the
course is scheduled to commence, the resident school
board shall do all of the following:

1. Ifit denies an application to attend public school in a
nonresident school district under sub. (6), notify the appli-
cant and the nonresident school board, in writing, that the
application has been denied and include in the notice the
reason for the rejection.

2. Ifit determines that the course does not satisfy high
school graduation requirements under s. 118.33 in the
resident school district, notify the applicant in writing.

(e) Following receipt of a notice of acceptance but prior
to the date on which the course is scheduled to commence,
the pupil’s parent shall notify the resident school board
and nonresident school board of the pupil’s intent to
attend the course in the nonresident school district.

(4) ADOPTION OF POLICIES AND CRITERIA. By
February 1, 1998, each school board shall adopt a resolu-
tion specifying the criteria and policies described in subs.
(5) and (6). If the school board wishes to revise the criteria
or policies, it shall do so by resolution.

(5) NONRESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCEP-
TANCE AND REJECTION CRITERIA. School board poli-
cies and criteria for accepting and rejecting applications
under sub, (3) from pupils who reside in another school
district shall be the same as the policies and criteria for
entry into the course that apply to pupils who reside in the
school district, except that the school board may give
preference in attendance in a course to residents of the
school district.

(6) RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT REJECTION
CRITERIA. (a) Individualized education program require-
ments, The school board of a pupil’s resident school district
shall reject a pupil’s application to attend a course in a
publicschool in a nonresident school district ifthe resident
school board determines that the course conflicts with the
individualized education program for the pupil under s.
115.787 (2).

(b) Undue financial burden. The school board of a pupil’s
resident school district may reject an application to attend
a course in a public school in a nonresident school district
if the cost of the course would impose upon the resident
school district an undue financial burden in light of the
resident school district’s total economic circumstances,
including its revenue limit under subch. VII of ch. 121, its
ability to pay tuition costs for the pupil and the per pupil
costs for children continuing to be served by the resident
school district.

(8) APPEAL OF REJECTION. If an application is re-
Jjected under sub. (5) ora pupil is prohibited from attending
a course in a public school in a nonresident school district
under sub. (6), the pupil’s parent may appeal the decision
to the department within 30 days after the decision. The
department shall affirm the school board’s decision unless
the department finds that the decision was arbitrary or

6-26-06

l

V

Updated Wisconsin School Laws

unreasonable. The department’s decision is final and is
not subject to judicial review under subch. III of ch. 227.

(9) RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF NONRESIDENT
PUPILS. A pupil attending a course in a public school in
a nonresident school district under this section has all of
the rights and privileges of pupils residing in that school
district and is subject to the same rules and regulations as
pupils residing in that school district.

(10) DISCIPLINARY RECORDS. Notwithstanding s.
118,125, the resident school board shall provide to the
nonresident school board to which a pupil has applied
under this section, upon request by that school board, a
copy of any expulsion findings and orders, a copy of records
of any pending disciplinary proceeding involving the pu-
pil, a written explanation of the reasons for the expulsion
or pending disciplinary proceeding and the length of the
term of the expulsion or the possible outcomes of the
pending disciplinary proceeding,

(11) TRANSPORTATION. (a) Responsibility, The par-
ent of a pupil attending a course in a public school in a
nonresident school district under this section is respon-
sible for transporting the pupil to and from the course that
the pupil is attending,

(b) Low-income assistance. The parent of a pupil who is
attending a course in a public school in a nonresident
school district under this section may apply to the depart-
ment for reimbursement of the costs incurred by the
parent for the transportation of the pupil to and from the
pupil’s residence or school in which the pupil is enrolled
and the school at which the pupil is attending the course
if the pupil and parent are unable to pay the cost of such
transportation. The departmentshall determine the reim-
bursement amount and shall pay the amount from the
appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (cy). The department
shall give preference under this paragraph to those pupils
who are eligible for a free or reduced-price lunch under 42
USC 1758 (b).

(12) TUITION. The resident school board shall pay to
the nonresident school board, for each pupil attending a
course in a public school in the nonresident school district
under this section, an amount equal to the cost of provid-
ing the course to the pupil, calculated in a manner deter-
mined by the department.

Section nate: 1997 Acts 27, 41, 164; 2001 Act 16

118.55 Youthoptions program. (1) DEFINITION. In this
section, “institution of higher education” means an insti-
tution within the university of Wisconsin system, a trib-
ally controlled college or a private, nonprofit institution of
higher education located in this state.

(2) ENROLLMENT IN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER
EDUCATION; APPLICATION. (a) Subject to par. (b) and
sub. (7t) (), any public school pupil enrolled in the 11th or
12th grade who is not attending a technical college under
sub. (7r) ors. 118.15 (1) (b) may enroll in an institution of
higher education for the purpose of taking one or more
nonsectarian courses at the institution of higher educa-
tion. The pupil shall submit an application to the institu-
tion of higher education in the previous school semester.
The pupil shall indicate on the application whether he or
she will be taking the course or courses for high school
credit or postsecondary credit. The pupil shall also specify
on the application that ifhe or she is admitted the institu-
tion of higher education may disclose the pupil’s grades,
the courses that he or she is taking and his or her atten-
dance record to the public school in which the pupil is
enrolled.
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(b) Paragraph (a) applies to a private institution of
higher education and to a tribally controlled college only if
the private institution of higher education or tribally
controlled college has notified the state superintendent of
its intent to participate in the program under this section
by September 1 of the previous school year.

(3) NOTIFICATION OF SCHOOL BOARD; DETER-
MINATION OF HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT. (a) A pupil who
intends to enroll in an institution of higher education
under this section shall notify the school board of the
school district in which he or she is enrolled of that
intention no later than March 1 if the pupil intends to
enroll in the fall semester, and no later than October 1 if
the pupil intends to enroll in the spring semester. The
notice shall include the titles of the courses in which the
pupil intends to enroll and the number of credits of each
course, and shall specify whether the pupil will be taking
the courses for high school or postsecondary credit.

(b) Ifthe pupil specifies in the notice under par. (a) that
he or she intends to take a course at an institution of
higher education for high school credit, the school board
shall determine whether the course is comparable to a
course offered in the school district, and whether the
course satisfies any of the high school graduation require-
ments under s. 118.33 and the number of high school
credits to award the pupil for the course, ifany. In coopera-
tion with institutions of higher education, the state super-
intendent shall develop guidelines to assist school dis-
tricts in making the determinations. The school board
shall notify the pupil of its determinations, in writing,
before the beginning of the semester in which the pupil
will be enrolled. If the pupil disagrees with the school
board’s decision regarding comparability of courses, satis-
faction of high school graduation requirements or the
number ofhigh school credits to be awarded, the pupil may
appeal the school board’s decision to the state superinten-
dent within 30 days after the decision. The state
superintendent’s decision shall be final and is not subject
to review under subch. III of ch. 227.

(4) ADMISSION TO INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDU-
CATION; NOTIFICATION. (a) An institution of higher
education may admit a pupil under this section only if it
has space available.

(am) A pupil may attend an institution of higher educa-
tion under this section only if the institution of higher
education complies with s. 118.13 (1),

(b) If an institution of higher education admits a pupil,
it shall notify the school board of the school district in
which the pupilis enrolled, in writing, within 30 days after
the beginning of classes at the institution of higher educa-
tion. The notification shall include the course or courses in
which the pupil is enrolled,

(¢) Ifa pupil is not admitted to attend the course that he
or she specified in the notice under sub. (3) (a) but is
admitted to attend a different course, the pupil shall
immediately notify the school board of the school district
in which he or she is enrolled and the school board shall
inform the pupil of its determinations under sub. (3) (b)
regarding the course to which the pupil was admitted as
soon as practicable.

(5) PAYMENT. Subject to sub. (7t), within 30 days after
the end of the semester, the school board of the school
district in which a pupil attending an institution of higher
education under this section is enrolled shall pay the
institution of higher education, on behalf of the pupil, the
following amount for any course that is taken for high
school credit and that is not comparable to a course offered
in the school district:
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(a) If the pupil is attending an institution within the
university of Wisconsin system, the actual cost of tuition,
fees, books and other necessary materials directly related
to the course,

(c) If the pupil is attending a private institution of
higher education, the lesser of the following:

1. The actual cost of tuition, fees, books and other
necessary materials directly related to the course.

2. Anamount determined by dividing the state total net
cost of the general fund in the previous school year by the
state total membership in the previous school year, divid-
ing that quotient by the statewide average number of high
school credits taken by full-time pupils in the previous
school year, as determined by the state superintendent,
and multiplying that quotient by the number of high
school credits taken by the pupil at the private institution
of higher education, as determined under sub. (3) (b). In
this subdivision, “net cost” has the meaning given in s.
121,004 (6), and “membership” has the meaning given in
s. 121.004 (5).

(6) RESPONSIBILITY OF PUPIL FOR TUITION AND
FEES; INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION. (a)
Subject to sub. (7t), a pupil taking a course at an institu-
tion of higher education for high school credit under this
section is not responsible for any portion of the tuition and
fees for the course if the school board, or the state super-
intendent on appeal under sub. (3) (b), has determined
that the course is not comparable to a course offered in the
school district.

(b) A pupil taking a course at an institution of higher
education for high school credit under this section is
responsible for the tuition and fees for the course if the
school board has determined that the course is comparable
to a course offered in the school district, unless the state
superintendent reverses the school board’s decision on
appeal under sub. (3) (b).

(¢) A pupil taking a course at an institution of higher
education for postsecondary credit under this section is
responsible for the tuition and fees for the course.

(7g9) TRANSPORTATION. The parent or guardian of a
pupil who is attending an institution of higher education
or technical college under this section and is taking a
course for high school credit may apply to the state super-
intendent for reimbursement of the cost of transporting
the pupil between the high school in which the pupil is
enrolled and the institution of higher education or techni-
cal college that the pupil is attending if the pupil and the
pupil’s parent or guardian are unable to pay the cost of
such transportation. The state superintendent shall de-
termine the reimbursement amount and shall pay the
amount from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (cw).
The state superintendent shall give preference under this
subsection to those pupils who are eligible for a free or
reduced-price lunch under 42 USC 1758 (b).

(7r) ATTENDANCE AT TECHNICAL COLLEGE. (a)
Upon the pupil’s request and with the written approval of
the pupil’s parent or guardian, any public school pupil whe
satisfies the following criteria may apply to attend a
technical college for the purpose of taking one or more
Courses;

1. The pupil has completed the 10th grade.

2. The pupil is in good academic standing.

3. The pupil notifies the school board of his or herintent
to attend a technical college under this subsection by
March 1 if the pupil intends to enroll in the fall semester
and by October 1if the pupil intends to enroll in the spring
semester.

4. Thepupilisnotachild atrisk,asdefinedins. 118.153

6-26-06



(1) (a).

5. The pupil is not ineligible under sub. (7t) (c¢) to
participate in the program under this section.

(am) A school board may refuse to permit a pupil to
attend a technical college under this subsection if the pupil
is a child with a disability, as defined in s. 115.76 (5), and
the school board determines that the cost to the school
district under par. (dm) would impose an undue financial
burden on the school district.

(b) The technical college district board shall admit the
pupil to the technical college if he or she meets the
requirements and prerequisites of the course or courses
for which he or she applied, except as follows:

1. The district board may admit a pupil to a course
under this subsection only if thereis space available in the
course after admitting to the course all individuals apply-
ing for admission to the course who are not attending the
technical college under this subsection.

2. The district board may reject an application from a
pupil who has a record of disciplinary problems, as deter-
mined by the district board,

(¢) If a child attends a technical college under this
subsection, the technical college shall ensure that the
child’s educational program meets the high school gradu-
ation requirements under s. 118.33. At least 30 days
before the beginning of the technical college semester in
which the pupil will be enrolled, the school board of the
school district in which the pupil resides shall notify the
pupil, in writing, if a course in which the pupil will be
enrolled does not meet the high school graduation require-
ments and whether the course is comparable to a course
offered in the school district. Ifthe pupil disagrees with the
school board’s decision regarding comparability of courses
or satisfaction of high school graduation requirements,
the pupil may appeal the school board’s decision to the
state superintendent within 30 days after the decision.
The state superintendent’s decision is final and is not
subject to review under subch. III of ch. 227. The pupil is
eligible to receive both high school and technical college
credit for courses successfully completed at the technical
college.

(d) Subject to sub. (7t), for each pupil attending a
technical college under this subsection, the school board
shall pay to the technical college district board, in 2
installments payable upon initial enrollment and at the
end of the semester, for those courses taken for high school
credit, an amount equal to the cost of tuition, course fees,
and books for the pupil at the technical college, except that
the school board is not responsible for payment for any
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courses that are comparable to courses offered in the
school district.

(dm) If a pupil who is attending a technical college
under thissubsection is a child with a disability, as defined
in s. 115.76 (5), the payment under par. {(d) shall be
adjusted to reflect the cost of any special services required
for the pupil.

(e) The school board is not responsible for transporting
apupil attending a technical college under this subsection
to or from the technical college that the pupil is attending.

() Apupil taking a course at a technical college for high
school credit under this subsection is not responsible for
any portion of the tuition and fees for the course if the
school board is required to pay the technical college for the
course under par. (d).

(7t} LIMITATIONS ON PARTICIPATION AND PAY-
MENT. (a) A school board may establish a written policy
limiting the number of credits for which the school board
will pay under subs. (5) and (7r) (d) to the equivalent of 18
postsecondary semester credits per pupil.

(b) If a school board is required to pay tuition and fees
on behalfof a pupil under sub. (5)(a) or (¢) 1. or (7r) (d), the
tuition and fees charged may not exceed the amount that
would be charged a pupil who is a resident of this state.

(c) Ifa pupil receives a failing grade in a course, or fails
to complete a course, at an institution of higher education
or technical college for which the school board has made
payment, the pupil’s parent or guardian, or the pupil if he
or she is an adult, shall reimburse the school board the
amount paid on the pupil’s behalf upon the school board’s
request. If a school board that requests reimbursement of
a payment made under this section is not reimbursed as
requested, the pupil on whose behalf the payment was
made is ineligible for any further participation in the
program under this section. For the purposes of this
paragraph, a grade that constitutes a failing grade for a
course offered in the school district constitutes a failing
grade for a course taken at an institution of higher educa-
tion or technical college under this section.

(8) PROGRAM INFORMATION. Annually by October
1, each school board shall provide information about the
program under this section to all pupils enrolled in the
school district in the 9th, 10th and 11th grades.

(9) RULES. The state superintendentshall promulgate
rules to implement and administer this section, including
rules establishing criteria for determining reimburse-
ment amounts under sub, (7g).

Section note: 1991 Acts 39, 268, 315; 1993 Act 399; 1995 Act 27; 1997 Acts 27, 113, 164,
237, 1998 Act 9; 2003 Act 151

118-41



